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DAY 1
Thursday 21 November 2013
ROOM G120

16:00 – 17:00
	

Registration 			 
	

17:00 – 17:30	
Conference Opening			 
Guido Vergauwen, Rector of the University of  
Fribourg	

17:30 – 19:00	
Opening Speech: 			 
Lilia Shevtsova, Carnegie Endowment for  
International Peace, Moscow – Personal Power in 
Russia: The Logic of Surge and Decline

19:00 – 21:00	 Standing Dinner			 
	

 

DAY 2
Friday 22 November 2013
ROOM G120

 
08:00- 09.00

 
Late Registration 			 

09.00 – 09.15
 

Introduction			    
NICOLAS HAYOZ, ASCN Programme Director

09.15 – 10.30
 

Keynote Speech 1: 			 
Hans-Joachim Lauth, UNIVERSITY OF WÜRZBURG – 
Change of Systems as Double Transformation: 
Formal and Informal Rules

10.30 – 11.00  Coffee Break

 
11.00 – 12.15

 
Keynote Speech 2: 			    
Alena Ledeneva, UCL School of Slavonic and  
East European Studies – Mapping the Borders of  
Informality: Social Networks – Economies of  
Favours – Corrupt Practices

	  
12.15 – 13.30	STANDING LUNCH

 
13.30  – 16.30 Panel SessionS I

	 	
Panel 1	� Informality, Minorities and Conflicts	
ROOM B130	

Panel 2	 Informality and Political Institutions I:		
ROOM B205	 Elections and political parties  
	
Panel 3	 Informal Economy 			    
ROOM c230		
	
Panel 4 	 Informality as Getting Things Done I: 		
ROOM E130	 Practices, Ownership and Markets  
	
Panel 5	 Informality and Corruption, Networks 		
ROOM E230	 of Corruption  
	

16.30 – 16.50

Panel Discussions			 
	
17.00 – 18.30 

BOOK PRESENTATION AND BOOK FAIR		

DAY 3
SATURDAY 23 November 2013
ROOM G120

09.00 – 12.00	  Panel SessionS II

Panel 6	 Informality and Forms of Regulation I: 		
ROOM B130	 	Legal Pluralism, Informal Justice	

Panel 7	 Informality and Political Institutions II: 	
ROOM C130	 	Political Elites and Elite Networks

Panel 8	 Informality in Education			 
ROOM D130		
 
Panel 9 	 Informal Society: 	  		
ROOM E130	 Networks, Civil Society, Social Capital, 		
	 Social Media, Uncivil Society	

Panel 10 	 Informality as Getting Things Done II: 		
ROOM F130	 Practices, Professions and Migration	

Panel 11	 Informality in the Post-Soviet Space: 		
ROOM F205	 Neopatrimonialism, Clans, Patronage

12.00 – 12.30	  

Panel Discussions			 

12.30 – 14.00	Standing Lunch
			 

14.00 – 17.00 	Panel SessionS III

Panel 12 	 Informality and Forms of Regulation II: 		
ROOM B130	 	Property Rights, Distribution of Goods

Panel 13	 Informality and Political Institutions III :	
ROOM C130		 Governance and State Administration	

Panel 14	 Informality in Healthcare Systems	
ROOM D130	
	
Panel 15	 Informality and Culture: Culture of		
ROOM E130	 Informality, Cultural Heritage etc.	

Panel 16 	 Informality as Getting Things Done III: 		
ROOM F130	 Survival Practices, Entrepreneurs,  
	 Criminals

	
17.00 – 17.20	
Panel Discussions			 
	  
17.30 – 19.00  

Best Paper AWARD – ROUND TABLE – Final discussion	
			 
20.00	
CONFERENCE DINNER – NH HOTEL			 
	

PROGRAMME

Eastern European Days
INFORMAL PRACTICES AND STRUCTURES IN EASTERN EUROPE 
AND CENTRAL ASIA



PROGRAMME
Thursday 21 November 2013

									       

Panel 1, Room  B130			 
 
Informality, Minorities and  
Conflicts

Giuliana Prato; 
Michele Commercio

1.1 	Chen Bram			 
	 University of Florida
	� Inter-Group Intimacy, Informality and  

(Post) Soviet Legacy: Jewish-Muslim and 
Jewish-Christian Relations in Central 
Eurasia

1.2 	Andrea Friedli			 
	 University of Fribourg
	��� Ethnicity as Capital: On the Role of  

Informal Networks in a Post-Socialist  
Multicultural Society

1.3 	Olivier Ferrando			 
	 Sciences Po Paris
	 Political Practices of Central Asia’s  
	 National Minorities: From Formal Institutions  
	 to Informal Clientelist Networks

1.4 	Andreea Carstocea			 
	 European Centre for Minority 	Issues
	� Political Representation of National  

Minorities in Romania: Ethno-Business  
and (Non)Accountability 

1.5 	Joldon Kutmanaliev			 
	 European University Institute, Florence
	 In-Group Policing and Mediation During  
	 the Ethnic Riots in the City of Osh: 
	 How Social Norms Foster Interethnic  
	 Cooperation

 
Panel 2, Room  B205			 

 Informality and Political Institutions I: 
Elections and political parties 
 

Jonathan Wheathley;  
Giga Zedania

2.1 	Anton Verevkin			 
	 Saint-Petersburg State University
	� Personnel Policy, Electoral Process and  

Informal Practices: How Members of 
Electoral Commissions Impact on Election 
Results (the Case of Russian Elections) 

 

2.2 	Emir Kulov			 
	 University of Kent
	� Party System Institutionalization in  

the Post-Soviet Region: The Case of  
Kyrgyzstan

2.3 	 Iryna Solonenko			 
	� European University Viadrina, Frankfurt/Oder
	� The Role of Oligarchs in Ukraine’s  

Transformation: Supporting Informal 
Institutions along with promoting Political 
Competition

2.4 	Milena Baghdasaryan			 
	 �	�Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology
	� Political Citizenship, Informality and  

Patron-Client Relations in Armenia:  
The Case of a Tycoon’s Party

2.5 	Asel Doolotkeldieva			 
	 �University of Exeter
	� Protests in Post-Revolutionary Kyrgyzstan: 

Struggling for more Formal Rules in an 
uncertain Environment

 

 
 

Panel 3, Room  C230		
 
Informal Economy 
 
 

Peter Rodgers;  
Gül Berna Özcan

3.1 	Tanya Chavdarova	
	 Sofia University St. Kliment  
	 Ohridski
	 Dispelling Nepotistic Hiring  
	 Practices? The Case of Small 		
	 Business in Bulgaria
 

3.2 	AINUR BEGIM	
	 Begim, Yale University
	 �Predprinimateli in Uncertain 

Times: Informality in Postsocial-
ist Entrepreneurial Practices in 
Kazakhstan 

3.3 	SaSa Randjelovic		
 	 University of Belgrade
	 Tax Design-Tax Evasion Relation- 
	 ship in Serbia: New Empirical  
	 Approach to Standard Theoretical  
	 Model

3.4 	Kosovka Ognjenovic		
 	 University of Belgrade
	 �Multiple Job Holding and  

Informality: Experience of  
Serbia

3.5 	Roman Vakulchuk		
	 Jacobs University Bremen
	� Assessing the Impact of Informal 

Barriers on Cross-Border Trade 
between Private Firms in Central 
Asia

 

 
 

Panel 4, Room  E130	   

 Informality as Getting Things 
Done I: Practices, Ownership and  
Markets 

John Round;  
Irina Morenko

4.1 	Jovana Dikovic		
	 University of Zurich
	� Strategies of Everyday Politics  

in Rural Serbia

 

4.2 	Lela Rekhviashvili		
 	 Central European University
	� Institutional Change and  

Struggles of Illegal Street  
Vendors in Georgia

4.3 	Olga Lipkina		
 	 University of Eastern Finland
	� Informal Economic Outcome 

of Trans-Border Second Home 
Ownership

 
 
 
 

4.4 	Maria Sakaeva	 	
	 �Higher School of Economics in 

Moscow
	� Informal Practices in Russian  

Legislative Bodies: How Entrepre-
neurs Avoid the Rules for All and 
Achieve their Economic Interests

4.5 	Lora Koycheva		
	 University College London
	� Fading Ink and the Elusive State:
	 Technologies of (Dis)trust, the  
	 Permeability of Paperwork and 
	 Post-Socialist Modernity
	 in Bulgaria
 

	

 

Panel 5, Room  E230		
 
Informality and Corruption, 
Networks of Corruption

Christoph Stefes;  
Nina Dadalauri
 

5.1 	David Jancsics		
	 The City University of New York
	 “A Friend Gave Me a Phone  
	 Number” – Brokerage in  
	 Low-Level Corruption

 

5.2 	Marlene Spoerri		
�	 Carnegie Council for Ethics in  
	 International Affairs
	� A Far-Right Crusade Against  

Corruption: Can Nationalist  
Parties Take on Corruption in 
Post-Socialist Serbia?

5.3 	Ziya Aliyev		
 	 Erasmus University Rotterdam
	 A Conceptual Framework for  
	 Understanding Institutionalized  
	 Corruption Structures in Dynamic  
	 Perspective
	

 
 

5.4 	Elena Denisova-Schmidt		
	 �University of St. Gallen (HSG)
	 Regional Differences in Perceived 	
	 Corruption among Ukrainian  
	 Firms

5.5 	Rustamjon Urinboyev		
	 Lund University, Sweden
	� Corruption, Informality and  

‘Living Law’ in Post-Soviet 
Uzbekistan

 

PANEL SESSION I 
Friday 22 NOVEMBER 2013, 13.30 – 17.00: 

ˇ

Coffee Break 																			                 

 

Panel discussions																			                 

Presentation of the book “Informality in Eastern Europe: 																              
Structures, Political Cultures and Social Practices” (Peter Lang, 2013)  
Book FaIR and Aperitif Hall G130																			                 
			 

Discussants

 

13.30 – 14.00

14.00 – 14.30

14.30 – 15.00

15.00 – 15.30

15.30 – 16.00

16.00 – 16.30

16.30 – 16:50

17.00 – 18.30



 
 
 
Panel 6, Room  B130	
		
Informality and Forms of 	
Regulation I: Legal  
Pluralism, Informal Justice 

�Edouard Conte; 
Lale Yalcin-Heckmann

6.1 	Fereniki Vatavali	
			  National Technical University  
			  of Athens
			  Informal Housing in Albania:  
			  Policies and Practices 	
			  between the Global, the 	
			  National and the Local

6.2 	Edvin Zhllima	
			  University of Tirana
			�  Informality in Albania:  

The Case of Rural Land 
Tenure and Transactions

6.3 	Evelyn Moser	
			  University of Lucerne
�			  Coping with Conflicting 	
			  Demands: The Case of a  
			  Former Kolchoz and its  
			  Relationship with Local  
			  Authorities in a Russian  
			  Village

6.4 	Gabriel McGuire	
			  Nazarbayev University
			  Informal Vows: Common  
			  Law Marriage and Pastoral  
			  Production in Kazakhstan

 

6.5 	Tetyana Malyarenko	
			  Donetsk State University of  
			  Management
			�  Ethnic Dimension of  

Unresolved Land Disputes 
in the Autonomous Republic 
Crimea, Ukraine

 
Panel 7, Room  C130	
	
Informality and Political  
Institutions II: Political 
Elites and Elite Networks 

Italo Pardo; 
Alexander Iskandaryan 

7.1 	Eli Feimann	
			  University of Michigan
			  From Protesters to  
			�  Parliamentarians, Mobiliza-

tion and Electoral Competi-
tion in Georgia, 1987–1990

 

7.2 	Mikheil Svanidze	
			  Ilia State University
			�  The Perseverance, the  

Fragility, the Longevity: 
Regional Political Elites in 
Post-Independent Georgia

7.3 	Carter Johnson	
			  Higher School of Economics  
			  in Moscow
			  Using Informal Institutions  
			  as the Basis for State- 
			  Building in Post-Civil War 	
			  Countries: A Longitudinal 	
			  Study of Abkhazia’s Gali 	
			  District after 1993

 

7.4 	Hamazasp Danielyan	
			  Yerevan State University
			�  Selection of Elected Of-

ficials. Non-Formal Practices 
in Political Elite Recruitment 
in Post-Soviet Armenia 
 

7.5 	Görkem Atsungur	
			  American University of  
			  Central Asia
			�  Siloviki (Force Structures – 

Silovye Struktury) in Russian 
Politics

 
Panel 8, Room  D130	
		
Informality in Education 

Abel Polese;
�Juraj Buzalka
 
 
8.1 	Rubén Ruiz Ramas	
			  National Distance Education  
			  University, Madrid
			�  Parental Informal Payments 

and the Marketization of 
Education in Kyrgyzstan: 
Analyzing the Strongest and 
the Weakest Link

8.2 	Alba JASINI	
			  University of Leuven
			�  Abusive Behaviors in  

Universities: A Preliminary 
Analysis of a Structured  
Survey of Albanian Students 

8.3 	Astghik Mavisakalyan	
			  Curtin University, Australia
			�  Labour Market Returns to 

Academic Fraud

 

 
 

8.4 	Christopher Whitsel	
			  North Dakota State  
			  University
			  Mapping the Informal  
			  Education Market in Post- 
			  Soviet Tajikistan
 
 

8.5 	Ilona WysmuLek	
			  Polish Academy of Science
			�  Do ut Des: Gift Giving in 

Educational Institutions in 
Ukraine

 
Panel 9, Room  E130		
 
Informal Society: Networks, Civil 
Society, Social Capital, Social 
Media, Uncivil Society 

Jeremy Morris; 
Vedran Dzihic 

9.1 	Lukasz Fajfer		
			  Erfurt University
	�		  Church Networks in South- 
		  Eastern Europe

9.2 	Philipp Karl		
			  Andrássy University Budapest
			�  Informal Networks and the  

Radical Right in Hungary

9.3 	Viktoria Akchurina		
			  University of Trento
			�  The Unintended Consequences  

of the Grand Strategies in Central 
Asia: Empowering the Informal 
Social Structures vs. the Formal 
State 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.4 	Nenad Markovikj	   
			  University “Ss. Cyril and Metho- 
			  dius”, Skopje
			�  The Uncharted Political Realm: 

The Features of Political Culture 
Stimulating Informal Networks in 
Macedonia

 

 
Panel 10, Room  F130		

Informality as Getting Things  
Done II: Practices, Professions 
and Migration 

Eric Davoine; 
Valery Krylov 
 

10.1 Zinaida Vasilyeva	  
			  University of Neuchâtel
			�  Negotiating “(In)formality”: 

Creating Spaces for Professional 
Self-Realization in Soviet and 
Post-Soviet Russia

10.2 Leyla Sayfutdinova	  
			  �Middle East Technical University, 

Ankara
			�  Becoming and Remaining an  

Engineer in Post-Soviet Baku: 
The Importance of Informal 
Practices

10.3 Raano Turaeva-Hoehne	  
			  �Max Planck Institute for Social 

Anthropology
			�  Mobile Entrepreneurs in Post-

Soviet Central Asia: Micro-orders 
of Tirikchilik

 

 

10.4 Alina Poghosyan	 	
			  Institute of Archeology and 	  
			  Ethnography, Yerevan
			�  Traditional Patterns of Relations 

and other Informal Practices 
among Armenian Labor Migrants 
in Russia

10.5 Nafisa Hasanova	 	
			  Université Libre de Bruxelles
			�  Migrants’ Everyday Struggles 

with Formality in an Informal Life: 
A Case from Central Asia

 
Panel 11, Room  F205	 	

Informality in the Post-Soviet  
Space: Neopatrimonialism,Clans, 
Patronage 

Heiko Pleines; 
Farid Guliyev 

11.1 Rico Isaacs	
			  Oxford Brookes University
			  Beyond Neopatrimonialism:  
			  Reassessing the Formal and  
			  Informal in the Study of Central 		
			  Asian Politics

11.2 Aksana Ismailbekova	
			  �Competence Network Crossroads 

Asia
			�  Rahim’s ‘Victory Feast’:  

Political Patronage and Kinship 
in Solidarity

11.3 Anna Cieslewska		
			  University of Warsaw 
			�  Formal and Informal Practices 

in Relations of Traditional, Self-
Governing Institution Mahalla 
with the State Administration at 
the Local Level in Tajikistan

 

 
 
 

11.4 Assel Rustemova		
			  Gediz Üniversitesi
			�  Technocrats in Kazakhstan:  

From Market Economy to  
Neopatrimonialism

 
 

11.5 Yulia Poskakukhina	  
			  University of Amsterdam
			  Neopatrimonialism as Capitalist  
			  and Clientelist Politics: 
			  A Context for Aid Agents and Tax  
			  Reform in Kyrgyzstan 

Discussants

 
09-00 – 09.30
 

09.30 – 10.00

10.00 – 10.30

10.30 – 11.00

11.00 – 11.30

 

11.30 – 12.00

12.00 – 12.30

12.30 – 14.00

/

/

 

Coffee Break 																		                
 
 

 
 
 

Panel discussions																			                 

Standing Lunch																			                 
			 

PANEL SESSION II
SATURday 23 NOVEMBER 2013, 09.00 – 14.00



Panel 12, Room  B130 			 

Informality and Forms of Regulation II: 
Property Rights, Distribution 

 
Nodir Djanibekov; 
Drini Imani 

12.1 Alisher Shabdolov			 
	 University of Bern
	� Lost in Transition? Incomplete Reforms and 

Institutional Bricolage in Community-Based 
Water Governance in Tajikistan 
 

12.2 	Barbara Audycka			 
	 University of Warsaw
	� Beyond Clientelism: Informal Interventions 

in Municipal Housing in Poland 

 
 
12.3 	Marko Kmezic			 
	 Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz
	� Influence of Informal Society and Legacies 

of the Past on the Process of Europe-
anization 	of the Judiciary in the Western 
Balkans

 

12.4 	Mahabat Sadyrbek			 
	 Free University of Berlin
	� Legal Pluralism in Kyrgyzstan Socio- 

Anthropological Analyses of the Phenom-
enon of Qun

 
 

12.5 	Luana Martin			 
	 European University Viadrina, Frankfurt/Oder
	� Corrupting the Anti-Corruption Reform: The 

Judicial Reform and the Fight against  
Corruption in Romania after January 2007

 
 
 
Panel 13, Room  C130			 
 
Informality and Political Institutions  III : 	
Governance and State Administration
 
�
Patrick Köllner; 
Andrey A. Yakovlev 

	
13.1 Elvin Gjevori			 
	 Dublin City University
	 Institutionalisation and Informal Practices  
	 in Unconsolidated Democracies

 
13.1 Dragana Stokanic & Dragan 			
	S tanojeviC			 
	 University of Belgrade
	 Informal Connections in Political  
	 and Economic Spheres in Serbia
 

 
13.3 	Ana Kirvalidze			 
	 Ilia State University
	� Informal Practices in the Policing System 

after the 2012 Governmental Changes

 

13.4 Christian Timm			 
	 Humboldt University Berlin
�	 Distribution of Benefits. A 	Political- 
	 Economic Approach to 	Study Formal and  
	 Informal Institutions
 

 

13.5 Anastasiya Shtaltovna			 
	 Centre for Development 	Research, ZEF,  
	 Bonn
	� The Management of Transparency in  

Organisational Change in Uzbekistan

Discussants

14.00 – 14.30

14.30 – 15.00

15.00 - 15.30

15.30 – 16.00

16.00 – 16.30

16.30 – 17.00

17.00 – 17.20

17.30 – 19.15

                20.15

 

Panel 14, Room  D130	 	

Informality in Healthcare  
Systems

Borbala Kovacs; 
Wim Groot

14.1 Maryna Bazylevych		
	 Luther College, IA, USA
	� Moral Economy and Informal  

Exchanges in the Ukrainian 
Health Care System

14.2 Carna BrkoviCć	 	
	 Central European University
	 Navigating to Survive: Veze in the  
	 Governance of Life in a Bosnian  
	 Town

14.3 Marius Wamsiedel	 	
	 The University of Hong Kong
	 Non-Monetary Informal Practices  
	 and their Concealment in a  
	 Romanian Hospital

 

14.4 	Baktygul Tulebaeva	 	
	 Eberhard Karls University of  
	 Tübingen
	� Formal and Informal Institutions 

in the Child Health Care System 
in Kyrgyzstan

 
 

14.5 	Ekaterina Borozdina		
	 European University at  
	 St. Petersburg
	� Formalizing Informal: Care  

Relations as an Element of 
Russian Antenatal Healthcare 
Services

 

Panel 15, Room  E130		
	
Informality and Culture:  
Culture of Informality,  
Cultural Heritage etc. 

Christian Giordano; 
Ana Luleva

15.1 Nicolas Gosset		
	 Université Libre de Bruxelles
	 �‘Maintaining the Status Quo 

through Informality?’ Towards a 
Moral Economy of Citizenship in 
Post-Soviet Central Asian Context  
(A View from Rural Uzbekistan)

15.2 Costanza Curro’		
	 University College London
	� Formal Informality?  

The Ambivalence of Georgian 
Hospitality

 

15.3 	Maria RAdan Gorska		
	 University of Kent 
	 Destination Without Regulation:  
	 Informal Practices in Romanian  
	 Rural Tourism

 

15.4 	Veronika Pasynkova	
	 Russian Presidential Academy  
	 of National Economy and Public  
	 Administration
	� The Rule of Offside: Post-Soviet 

Regulation in Russian Profes-
sional Football 

 
15.5 	Caterina Preda		
	 University of Bucharest
	� Informal Images about  

Informality in Post-Communist 
Romania: Artistic Views on  
the Political

	
		

 

Panel 16, Room  F130	 	
 
Informality as Getting Things 	  
Done III: Survival Practices,  
Entrepreneurs, Criminals 
�
Bettina Bruns;  Aleksandra  
Kanjuo-MrCela 
 

16.1 Maria Proestu		
	 Humboldt University Berlin
	 Understanding the Way  
	 Informalism Shapes a Stable 		
	 Economic System. The Case of  
	 Wind Energy Development on  
	 the Greek Island of Amorgos

16.2 	Cerasela Voiculescu		
	 University of Edinburgh
	�O n the Move within Movement: 

Romanian Roma Interaction 
with the Informal Economy from 
Socialism to Post-Socialism

 

16.3 	Mihai Varga		
	 Freie Universität Berlin
	� Capital Accumulation among 

Post-Socialist Entrepreneurs in 
the EU Border Region

 

16.4 	Katarzyna Andrejuk	 	
	 Polish Academy of Sciences
	� Resourcefulness of the Un-

employed. Forms and Meaning 
of Work of the Unemployed in 
Poland

 
 

16.5 	Maciej Gurtowski	 	
	 Nicolaus Copernicus University,  
	 Poland
	� The Powerlessness of Formal 

Social Control Institutions 
against White-Collar Criminals. 
The Case of Major Economic 
Scams in Poland 1989 – 2009

		

ˇ `

ˇ

`

 
 
Coffee Break																			                 

	
Panel discussions					   

BEST PAPER AWARD CEREMONY Room G120					   
ROUND TABLE Informal Practices and Structures in Eastern Europe: 	                                      Participants:   Nicolas Hayoz (University of Fribourg), moderation		
Comparative Perspectives and Outlook	

									        Michele Commercio (University of Vermont) 	C hristian Giordano (University of Fribourg); 		
			       						A      leksandra Kanjuo-MrCela (University of Ljubljana)	H ans-Joachim Lauch (University Würzburg)
Final discussioN 

CONFERENCE DINNER – NH HOTEL																			                 

ˇ

PANEL SESSION III 
SATURday 23 NOVEMBER 2013, 14.00 – 20.00:  

ˇ
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