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Day 1
thursDay 21 novEmbEr 2013
room g120

16:00 – 17:00
 

rEgIstratIon    
 

17:00 – 17:30 
confErEncE opEnIng   
GUIDo VERGAUWEN, RECToR oF THE UNIVERSITy oF  
FRIBoURG 

17:30 – 19:00 
opEnIng spEEch:    
LILIA SHEVTSoVA, CARNEGIE ENDoWMENT FoR  
INTERNATIoNAL PEACE, MoSCoW – PERSoNAL PoWER IN 
RUSSIA: THE LoGIC oF SURGE AND DECLINE

19:00 – 21:00 stanDIng DInnEr   
 

 

Day 2
frIDay 22 novEmbEr 2013
room g120

 
08:00- 09.00

 
latE rEgIstratIon    

09.00 – 09.15
 

IntroDuctIon    
NICoLAS HAyoZ, ASCN PRoGRAMME DIRECToR

09.15 – 10.30
 

KEynotE spEEch 1:    
HANS-JoACHIM LAUTH, UNIVERSITy oF WÜRZBURG – 
CHANGE oF SySTEMS AS DoUBLE TRANSFoRMATIoN: 
FoRMAL AND INFoRMAL RULES

10.30 – 11.00  coffEE brEaK

 
11.00 – 12.15

 
KEynotE spEEch 2:     
ALENA LEDENEVA, UCL SCHooL oF SLAVoNIC AND  
EAST EURoPEAN STUDIES – MAPPING THE BoRDERS oF  
INFoRMALITy: SoCIAL NETWoRKS – ECoNoMIES oF  
FAVoURS – CoRRUPT PRACTICES

  
12.15 – 13.30 stanDIng lunch

 
13.30  – 16.30 panEl sEssIons I

  
panEl 1  InformalIty, mInorItIEs anD conflIcts 
ROOM B130 

panEl 2 InformalIty anD polItIcal InstItutIons I:  
ROOM B205 ELECTIoNS AND PoLITICAL PARTIES  
 
panEl 3 Informal Economy     
ROOM c230  
 
panEl 4  InformalIty as gEttIng thIngs DonE I:   
ROOM E130 PRACTICES, oWNERSHIP AND MARKETS  
 
panEl 5 InformalIty anD corruptIon, nEtworKs   
ROOM E230 of corruptIon  
 

16.30 – 16.50

panEl DIscussIons   
 
17.00 – 18.30 

booK prEsEntatIon anD booK faIr  

Day 3
saturDay 23 novEmbEr 2013
room g120

09.00 – 12.00  panEl sEssIons II

panEl 6 InformalIty anD forms of rEgulatIon I:   
ROOM B130  LEGAL PLURALISM, INFoRMAL JUSTICE 

panEl 7 InformalIty anD polItIcal InstItutIons II:  
ROOM c130  PoLITICAL ELITES AND ELITE NETWoRKS

panEl 8 InformalIty In EDucatIon   
ROOM D130  
 
panEl 9  Informal socIEty:     
ROOM E130 NETWoRKS, CIVIL SoCIETy, SoCIAL CAPITAL,   
 SoCIAL MEDIA, UNCIVIL SoCIETy 

panEl 10  InformalIty as gEttIng thIngs DonE II:   
ROOM F130 PRACTICES, PRoFESSIoNS AND MIGRATIoN 

panEl 11 InformalIty In thE post-sovIEt spacE:   
ROOM F205 NEoPATRIMoNIALISM, CLANS, PATRoNAGE

12.00 – 12.30  

panEl DIscussIons   

12.30 – 14.00 stanDIng lunch
   

14.00 – 17.00  panEl sEssIons III

panEl 12  InformalIty anD forms of rEgulatIon II:   
ROOM B130  PRoPERTy RIGHTS, DISTRIBUTIoN oF GooDS

panEl 13 InformalIty anD polItIcal InstItutIons III : 
ROOM c130  GoVERNANCE AND STATE ADMINISTRATIoN 

panEl 14 InformalIty In hEalthcarE systEms 
ROOM D130 
 
panEl 15 InformalIty anD culturE: CULTURE oF  
ROOM E130 INFoRMALITy, CULTURAL HERITAGE ETC. 

panEl 16  InformalIty as gEttIng thIngs DonE III:   
ROOM F130 SURVIVAL PRACTICES, ENTREPRENEURS,  
 CRIMINALS

 
17.00 – 17.20 
panEl DIscussIons   
  
17.30 – 19.00  

bEst papEr awarD – rounD tablE – fInal DIscussIon 
   
20.00 
confErEncE DInnEr – nh hotEl   
 

programmE

EastErn EuropEan Days
Informal practIcEs anD structurEs In EastErn EuropE 
anD cEntral asIa



programmE
thursDay 21 novEmbEr 2013

         

panEl 1, room  b130   
 
InformalIty, mInorItIEs anD  
conflIcts

gIulIana prato; 
mIchElE commErcIo

1.1  chEn bram   
 University of Florida
  Inter-Group Intimacy, Informality and  

(Post) Soviet Legacy: Jewish-Muslim and 
Jewish-Christian Relations in Central 
Eurasia

1.2  anDrEa frIEDlI   
 University of Fribourg
    Ethnicity as Capital: on the Role of  

Informal Networks in a Post-Socialist  
Multicultural Society

1.3  olIvIEr fErranDo   
 Sciences Po Paris
 Political Practices of Central Asia’s  
 National Minorities: From Formal Institutions  
 to Informal Clientelist Networks

1.4  anDrEEa carstocEa   
 European Centre for Minority  Issues
  Political Representation of National  

Minorities in Romania: Ethno-Business  
and (Non)Accountability 

1.5  JolDon KutmanalIEv   
 European University Institute, Florence
 In-Group Policing and Mediation During  
 the Ethnic Riots in the City of osh: 
 How Social Norms Foster Interethnic  
 Cooperation

 
panEl 2, room  b205   

 InformalIty anD polItIcal InstItutIons I: 
ElEctiOns anD pOlitical paRtiEs 
 

Jonathan whEathlEy;  
gIga ZEDanIa

2.1  anton vErEvKIn   
 Saint-Petersburg State University
  Personnel Policy, Electoral Process and  

Informal Practices: How Members of 
Electoral Commissions Impact on Election 
Results (the Case of Russian Elections) 

 

2.2  EmIr Kulov   
 University of Kent
  Party System Institutionalization in  

the Post-Soviet Region: The Case of  
Kyrgyzstan

2.3  Iryna solonEnKo   
  European University Viadrina, Frankfurt/Oder
  The Role of oligarchs in Ukraine’s  

Transformation: Supporting Informal 
Institutions along with promoting Political 
Competition

2.4  mIlEna baghDasaryan   
    Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology
  Political Citizenship, Informality and  

Patron-Client Relations in Armenia:  
The Case of a Tycoon’s Party

2.5  asEl DoolotKElDIEva   
  University of Exeter
  Protests in Post-Revolutionary Kyrgyzstan: 

Struggling for more Formal Rules in an 
uncertain Environment

 

 
 

panEl 3, room  c230  
 
Informal Economy 
 
 

pEtEr roDgErs;  
gül bErna ÖZcan

3.1  tanya chavDarova 
 Sofia University St. Kliment  
 Ohridski
 Dispelling Nepotistic Hiring  
 Practices? The Case of Small   
 Business in Bulgaria
 

3.2  aInur bEgIm 
 Begim, Yale University
  Predprinimateli in Uncertain 

Times: Informality in Postsocial-
ist Entrepreneurial Practices in 
Kazakhstan 

3.3  sasa ranDJElovIc  
  University of Belgrade
 Tax Design-Tax Evasion Relation- 
 ship in Serbia: New Empirical  
 Approach to Standard Theoretical  
 Model

3.4  KosovKa ognJEnovIc  
  University of Belgrade
  Multiple Job Holding and  

Informality: Experience of  
Serbia

3.5  roman vaKulchuK  
 Jacobs University Bremen
  Assessing the Impact of Informal 

Barriers on Cross-Border Trade 
between Private Firms in Central 
Asia

 

 
 

panEl 4, room  E130   

 InformalIty as gEttIng thIngs 
DonE I: pRacticEs, OwnERship anD  
MaRkEts 

John rounD;  
IrIna morEnKo

4.1  Jovana DIKovIc  
 University of Zurich
  Strategies of Everyday Politics  

in Rural Serbia

 

4.2  lEla rEKhvIashvIlI  
  Central European University
  Institutional Change and  

Struggles of Illegal Street  
Vendors in Georgia

4.3  olga lIpKIna  
  University of Eastern Finland
  Informal Economic outcome 

of Trans-Border Second Home 
ownership

 
 
 
 

4.4  marIa saKaEva  
  Higher School of Economics in 

Moscow
  Informal Practices in Russian  

Legislative Bodies: How Entrepre-
neurs Avoid the Rules for All and 
Achieve their Economic Interests

4.5  lora KoychEva  
 University College London
  Fading Ink and the Elusive State:
 Technologies of (Dis)trust, the  
 Permeability of Paperwork and 
 Post-Socialist Modernity
 in Bulgaria
 

 

 

panEl 5, room  E230  
 
InformalIty anD corruptIon, 
nEtworKs of corruptIon

chrIstoph stEfEs;  
nIna DaDalaurI
 

5.1  DavID JancsIcs  
 The City University of New York
 “A Friend Gave Me a Phone  
 Number” – Brokerage in  
 Low-Level Corruption

 

5.2  marlEnE spoErrI  
  Carnegie Council for Ethics in  
 International Affairs
  A Far-Right Crusade Against  

Corruption: Can Nationalist  
Parties Take on Corruption in 
Post-Socialist Serbia?

5.3  ZIya alIyEv  
  Erasmus University Rotterdam
 A Conceptual Framework for  
 Understanding Institutionalized  
 Corruption Structures in Dynamic  
 Perspective
 

 
 

5.4  ElEna DEnIsova-schmIDt  
  University of St. Gallen (HSG)
 Regional Differences in Perceived  
 Corruption among Ukrainian  
 Firms

5.5  rustamJon urInboyEv  
 Lund University, Sweden
  Corruption, Informality and  

‘Living Law’ in Post-Soviet 
Uzbekistan

 

panEl sEssIon I 
frIDay 22 novEmbEr 2013, 13.30 – 17.00: 

ˇ

coffEE brEaK                    

 

panEl DIscussIons                   

prEsEntatIon of thE booK “Informality in Eastern Europe:                 
Structures, Political Cultures and Social Practices” (Peter Lang, 2013)  
booK faIr anD apErItIf HALL G130                   
   

Discussants

 

13.30 – 14.00

14.00 – 14.30

14.30 – 15.00

15.00 – 15.30

15.30 – 16.00

16.00 – 16.30

16.30 – 16:50

17.00 – 18.30



 
 
 
panEl 6, room  b130 
  
InformalIty anD forms of  
rEgulatIon I: lEgal  
pluRalisM, inFORMal JusticE 

 EDouarD contE; 
lalE yalcIn-hEcKmann

6.1  fErEnIKI vatavalI 
   National Technical University  
   of Athens
   Informal Housing in Albania:  
   Policies and Practices  
   between the Global, the  
   National and the Local

6.2  EDvIn ZhllIma 
   University of Tirana
    Informality in Albania:  

The Case of Rural Land 
Tenure and Transactions

6.3  EvElyn mosEr 
   University of Lucerne
    Coping with Conflicting  
   Demands: The Case of a  
   Former Kolchoz and its  
   Relationship with Local  
   Authorities in a Russian  
   Village

6.4  gabrIEl mcguIrE 
   Nazarbayev University
   Informal Vows: Common  
   Law Marriage and Pastoral  
   Production in Kazakhstan

 

6.5  tEtyana malyarEnKo 
   Donetsk State University of  
   Management
    Ethnic Dimension of  

Unresolved Land Disputes 
in the Autonomous Republic 
Crimea, Ukraine

 
panEl 7, room  c130 
 
InformalIty anD polItIcal  
InstItutIons II: pOlitical 
ElitEs anD ElitE nEtwORks 

Italo parDo; 
alExanDEr IsKanDaryan 

7.1  ElI fEImann 
   University of Michigan
   From Protesters to  
    Parliamentarians, Mobiliza-

tion and Electoral Competi-
tion in Georgia, 1987–1990

 

7.2  mIKhEIl svanIDZE 
   Ilia State University
    The Perseverance, the  

Fragility, the Longevity: 
Regional Political Elites in 
Post-Independent Georgia

7.3  cartEr Johnson 
   Higher School of Economics  
   in Moscow
   Using Informal Institutions  
   as the Basis for State- 
   Building in Post-Civil War  
   Countries: A Longitudinal  
   Study of Abkhazia’s Gali  
   District after 1993

 

7.4  hamaZasp DanIElyan 
   Yerevan State University
    Selection of Elected of-

ficials. Non-Formal Practices 
in Political Elite Recruitment 
in Post-Soviet Armenia 
 

7.5  gÖrKEm atsungur 
   American University of  
   Central Asia
    Siloviki (Force Structures – 

Silovye Struktury) in Russian 
Politics

 
panEl 8, room  D130 
  
InformalIty In EDucatIon 

abEl polEsE;
 JuraJ buZalKa
 
 
8.1  rubén ruIZ ramas 
   National Distance Education  
   University, Madrid
    Parental Informal Payments 

and the Marketization of 
Education in Kyrgyzstan: 
Analyzing the Strongest and 
the Weakest Link

8.2  alba JasInI 
   University of Leuven
    Abusive Behaviors in  

Universities: A Preliminary 
Analysis of a Structured  
Survey of Albanian Students 

8.3  astghIK mavIsaKalyan 
   Curtin University, Australia
    Labour Market Returns to 

Academic Fraud

 

 
 

8.4  chrIstophEr whItsEl 
   North Dakota State  
   University
   Mapping the Informal  
   Education Market in Post- 
   Soviet Tajikistan
 
 

8.5  Ilona wysmulEK 
   Polish Academy of Science
    Do ut Des: Gift Giving in 

Educational Institutions in 
Ukraine

 
panEl 9, room  E130  
 
Informal socIEty: nEtwORks, civil 
sOciEty, sOcial capital, sOcial 
MEDia, uncivil sOciEty 

JErEmy morrIs; 
vEDran DZIhIc 

9.1  luKasZ faJfEr  
   Erfurt University
    Church Networks in South- 
  Eastern Europe

9.2  phIlIpp Karl  
   Andrássy University Budapest
    Informal Networks and the  

Radical Right in Hungary

9.3  vIKtorIa aKchurIna  
   University of Trento
    The Unintended Consequences  

of the Grand Strategies in Central 
Asia: Empowering the Informal 
Social Structures vs. the Formal 
State 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9.4  nEnaD marKovIKJ   
   University “Ss. Cyril and Metho- 
   dius”, Skopje
    The Uncharted Political Realm: 

The Features of Political Culture 
Stimulating Informal Networks in 
Macedonia

 

 
panEl 10, room  f130  

InformalIty as gEttIng thIngs  
DonE II: pRacticEs, pROFEssiOns 
anD MigRatiOn 

ErIc DavoInE; 
valEry Krylov 
 

10.1 ZInaIDa vasIlyEva  
   University of Neuchâtel
    Negotiating “(In)formality”: 

Creating Spaces for Professional 
Self-Realization in Soviet and 
Post-Soviet Russia

10.2 lEyla sayfutDInova  
    Middle East Technical University, 

Ankara
    Becoming and Remaining an  

Engineer in Post-Soviet Baku: 
The Importance of Informal 
Practices

10.3 raano turaEva-hoEhnE  
    Max Planck Institute for Social 

Anthropology
    Mobile Entrepreneurs in Post-

Soviet Central Asia: Micro-orders 
of Tirikchilik

 

 

10.4 alIna poghosyan  
   Institute of Archeology and   
   Ethnography, Yerevan
    Traditional Patterns of Relations 

and other Informal Practices 
among Armenian Labor Migrants 
in Russia

10.5 nafIsa hasanova  
   Université Libre de Bruxelles
    Migrants’ Everyday Struggles 

with Formality in an Informal Life: 
A Case from Central Asia

 
panEl 11, room  f205  

InformalIty In thE post-sovIEt  
spacE: nEOpatRiMOnialisM,clans, 
patROnagE 

hEIKo plEInEs; 
farID gulIyEv 

11.1 rIco Isaacs 
   Oxford Brookes University
   Beyond Neopatrimonialism:  
   Reassessing the Formal and  
   Informal in the Study of Central   
   Asian Politics

11.2 aKsana IsmaIlbEKova 
    Competence Network Crossroads 

Asia
    Rahim’s ‘Victory Feast’:  

Political Patronage and Kinship 
in Solidarity

11.3 anna cIEslEwsKa  
   University of Warsaw 
    Formal and Informal Practices 

in Relations of Traditional, Self-
Governing Institution Mahalla 
with the State Administration at 
the Local Level in Tajikistan

 

 
 
 

11.4 assEl rustEmova  
   Gediz Üniversitesi
    Technocrats in Kazakhstan:  

From Market Economy to  
Neopatrimonialism

 
 

11.5 yulIa posKaKuKhIna  
   University of Amsterdam
   Neopatrimonialism as Capitalist  
   and Clientelist Politics: 
   A Context for Aid Agents and Tax  
   Reform in Kyrgyzstan 

Discussants

 
09-00 – 09.30
 

09.30 – 10.00

10.00 – 10.30

10.30 – 11.00

11.00 – 11.30

 

11.30 – 12.00

12.00 – 12.30

12.30 – 14.00

/

/

 

coffEE brEaK                   
 
 

 
 
 

panEl DIscussIons                   

stanDIng lunch                   
   

panEl sEssIon II
saturDay 23 novEmbEr 2013, 09.00 – 14.00



panEl 12, room  b130    

InformalIty anD forms of rEgulatIon II: 
pROpERty Rights, DistRiButiOn 

 
noDIr DJanIbEKov; 
DrInI ImanI 

12.1 alIshEr shabDolov   
 University of Bern
  Lost in Transition? Incomplete Reforms and 

Institutional Bricolage in Community-Based 
Water Governance in Tajikistan 
 

12.2  barbara auDycKa   
 University of Warsaw
  Beyond Clientelism: Informal Interventions 

in Municipal Housing in Poland 

 
 
12.3  marKo KmEZIc   
 Karl-Franzens-Universität Graz
  Influence of Informal Society and Legacies 

of the Past on the Process of Europe-
anization  of the Judiciary in the Western 
Balkans

 

12.4  mahabat saDyrbEK   
 Free University of Berlin
  Legal Pluralism in Kyrgyzstan Socio- 

Anthropological Analyses of the Phenom-
enon of Qun

 
 

12.5  luana martIn   
 European University Viadrina, Frankfurt/Oder
  Corrupting the Anti-Corruption Reform: The 

Judicial Reform and the Fight against  
Corruption in Romania after January 2007

 
 
 
panEl 13, room  c130   
 
InformalIty anD polItIcal InstItutIons  III :  
gOvERnancE anD statE aDMinistRatiOn
 
�
patrIcK KÖllnEr; 
anDrEy a. yaKovlEv 

 
13.1 ElvIn gJEvorI   
 Dublin City University
 Institutionalisation and Informal Practices  
 in Unconsolidated Democracies

 
13.1 Dragana stoKanIc & Dragan    
 stanoJEvIc   
 University of Belgrade
 Informal Connections in Political  
 and Economic Spheres in Serbia
 

 
13.3  ana KIrvalIDZE   
 Ilia State University
  Informal Practices in the Policing System 

after the 2012 Governmental Changes

 

13.4 chrIstIan tImm   
 Humboldt University Berlin
  Distribution of Benefits. A  Political- 
 Economic Approach to  Study Formal and  
 Informal Institutions
 

 

13.5 anastasIya shtaltovna   
 Centre for Development  Research, ZEF,  
 Bonn
  The Management of Transparency in  

organisational Change in Uzbekistan

Discussants

14.00 – 14.30

14.30 – 15.00

15.00 - 15.30

15.30 – 16.00

16.00 – 16.30

16.30 – 17.00

17.00 – 17.20

17.30 – 19.15

                20.15

 

panEl 14, room  D130  

InformalIty In hEalthcarE  
systEms

borbala Kovacs; 
wIm groot

14.1 maryna baZylEvych  
 Luther College, IA, USA
  Moral Economy and Informal  

Exchanges in the Ukrainian 
Health Care System

14.2 carna brKovIcć  
 Central European University
 Navigating to Survive: Veze in the  
 Governance of Life in a Bosnian  
 Town

14.3 marIus wamsIEDEl  
 The University of Hong Kong
 Non-Monetary Informal Practices  
 and their Concealment in a  
 Romanian Hospital

 

14.4  baKtygul tulEbaEva  
 Eberhard Karls University of  
 Tübingen
  Formal and Informal Institutions 

in the Child Health Care System 
in Kyrgyzstan

 
 

14.5  EKatErIna boroZDIna  
 European University at  
 St. Petersburg
  Formalizing Informal: Care  

Relations as an Element of 
Russian Antenatal Healthcare 
Services

 

panEl 15, room  E130  
 
InformalIty anD culturE:  
cultuRE OF inFORMality,  
cultuRal hERitagE Etc. 

chrIstIan gIorDano; 
ana lulEva

15.1 nIcolas gossEt  
 Université Libre de Bruxelles
  ‘Maintaining the Status Quo 

through Informality?’ Towards a 
Moral Economy of Citizenship in 
Post-Soviet Central Asian Context  
(A View from Rural Uzbekistan)

15.2 costanZa curro’  
 University College London
  Formal Informality?  

The Ambivalence of Georgian 
Hospitality

 

15.3  marIa raDan gorsKa  
 University of Kent 
 Destination Without Regulation:  
 Informal Practices in Romanian  
 Rural Tourism

 

15.4  vEronIKa pasynKova 
 Russian Presidential Academy  
 of National Economy and Public  
 Administration
  The Rule of offside: Post-Soviet 

Regulation in Russian Profes-
sional Football 

 
15.5  catErIna prEDa  
 University of Bucharest
  Informal Images about  

Informality in Post-Communist 
Romania: Artistic Views on  
the Political

 
  

 

panEl 16, room  f130  
 
InformalIty as gEttIng thIngs   
DonE III: suRvival pRacticEs,  
EntREpREnEuRs, cRiMinals 
�
bEttIna bruns;  alEKsanDra  
KanJuo-mrcEla 
 

16.1 marIa proEstu  
 Humboldt University Berlin
 Understanding the Way  
 Informalism Shapes a Stable   
 Economic System. The Case of  
 Wind Energy Development on  
 the Greek Island of Amorgos

16.2  cErasEla voIculEscu  
 University of Edinburgh
  on the Move within Movement: 

Romanian Roma Interaction 
with the Informal Economy from 
Socialism to Post-Socialism

 

16.3  mIhaI varga  
 Freie Universität Berlin
  Capital Accumulation among 

Post-Socialist Entrepreneurs in 
the EU Border Region

 

16.4  KatarZyna anDrEJuK  
 Polish Academy of Sciences
  Resourcefulness of the Un-

employed. Forms and Meaning 
of Work of the Unemployed in 
Poland

 
 

16.5  macIEJ gurtowsKI  
 Nicolaus Copernicus University,  
 Poland
  The Powerlessness of Formal 

Social Control Institutions 
against White-Collar Criminals. 
The Case of Major Economic 
Scams in Poland 1989 – 2009

  

ˇ `

ˇ

`

 
 
coffEE brEaK                   

 
panEl DIscussIons     

bEst papEr awarD cErEmony RooM G120     
rounD tablE inFORMal pRacticEs anD stRuctuREs in EastERn EuROpE:                                       ParticiPants:   nicOlas hayOz (univERsity OF FRiBOuRg), MODERatiOn  
cOMpaRativE pERspEctivEs anD OutlOOk 

         MichElE cOMMERciO (univERsity OF vERMOnt)  chRistian giORDanO (univERsity OF FRiBOuRg);   
              alEksanDRa kanJuO-MRcEla (univERsity OF lJuBlJana) hans-JOachiM lauch (univERsity wüRzBuRg)
fInal DIscussIon 

confErEncE DInnEr – nh hotEl                   

ˇ

panEl sEssIon III 
saturDay 23 novEmbEr 2013, 14.00 – 20.00:  

ˇ



EastErn EuropEan Days

Informal practIcEs anD structurEs 
In EastErn EuropE anD cEntral asIa

IntErnatIonal confErEncE: 
21 – 23 novEmbEr 2013, unIvErsIty of frIbourg

AN INITIATIVE OF GEBERT RÜF STIFTUNG IN COOPERATION 
WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF FRIBOURG


